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The year 1742 AD is considered a period of change in the
political history of Madhya Bharat. This year, the Maratha (Bhonsala)
dynasty of Berar established power in Nagpur. The Bhonsala rulers ruled
here for about 112 years. In this vast state of his, the territory of Balaghat,
Seoni, Chhindwara and Betul districts of Satpura region was included.
The Bhonsala kings were often engaged in war and their own interests.
As a result, many faults have arisen in the administrative and judicial
system of the state. Bhonsal had no definite system of justice. Lack of
state courts and written laws remained. In fact, the justice system of the
Marathas was not as organized as that of the British justice system.

In the administrative and judicial history of Nagpur, there is a
detailed mention of many officers and employees who perform judicial
functions. His style of work was always unsatisfactory. The king was the
supreme officer of justice, his justice was final. The ancient tradition of
obtaining justice through the panchayats continued in Bhonsala state.
The penal system of the state was flexible and rigorous. There was a
provision for imposing whip, penalty of imprisonment, imprisonment,
mutilation and serious offenses. The policy of discrimination was
prevalent in the field of justice. Apart from this, justice could also be
achieved by punch, offering and grace. It is an irrefutable truth that the
Bhonsla State justice system of Nagpur remained costly and painful.
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